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Tonight’s Agenda 

• Introduction 
• Project Team 

• Project 

• Study Area & Goals 

• Discussion of Existing Conditions 

• Inspiration & Ideas: Potential Uses 

• Summary and Next Steps 
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Creek Access Project 

• Implementation of the Onondaga Creek 
Revitalization Strategy 
• 2013 Revitalization Strategy for Onondaga Creek 

• Planning, design, and construction 

• Public access to Onondaga Creek 

• Connections to adjacent neighborhoods 

• Improvements to environmental quality 



 



 

Project Goals 

• Create a community amenity 
• Provide access to Onondaga Creek 
• Develop a space with multiple uses 
• Education, family use, small gatherings or 

performances, casual recreation 

• Explore potential ecological benefits 
• Ensure that the project is eye-catching, highly 

visible and easily accessible 
• Be able to connect to the future Creekwalk 
• Consider safety and security 
• Lighting, visibility, water access, underground utilities 



 

Existing Conditions 

• Flood zones and wetlands 
• Topography, slope, & soils 
• Land ownership 
• Land use 
• Zoning 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Review of Potential Sites 

Zen Center 
• Privately owned 
• Religious land use 
• Smallest parcel 
• Existing historic building 

(Joshua Forman House) 
• Walking trail 
• Limited space for new 

parking 
• Lowest visibility of creek 

(vegetated) 
• Adjacent to Village Green 



 

Review of Potential Sites 

Faith Heritage 
• Privately owned school 
• Mid-size parcel 
• Existing sports fields 

and playground 
• Existing school parking 
• Good visibility of creek 

(open field) 
• Possible security and 

access issues? 



 

Meachem Park 
• Publicly owned park 
• Largest parcel 
• West side – borders 

residential 
• East side – active 

recreation 
• Existing restrooms 

and parking 
• Ped. bridge access 
• High visibility 
• Possible wetland 

Review of Potential Sites 



 



 

Potential Uses 

• Access to Onondaga Creek 
• View of the water or direct contact? 
• Walking trail, viewing platform with seating 
• Fishing, kayaking 

• Develop a space with multiple uses 
• Education – interpretive signs, outdoor classroom 
• Family use – play space, shaded seating 
• Gatherings, movies, or small performances  
• Casual recreation – shaded seating area, picnic space 

• Explore potential ecological benefits 
• Creek bank naturalization, native plantings 

• Future Creekwalk; current pedestrian bridge 



 

Potential Uses from Revitalization Strategy 

• Zen Center (7) 
“Tree House” 
• Meditation/viewing platform 
• Shade structure 

 
• Meachem Park (8) 

“Light Launch” 
• Canoe/kayak launch 
• Stream daylighting 
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Discussion: Potential Sites & Uses 

• Type of Access 
• Passive (indirect) vs. active 

(direct contact) 

• Site Characteristics 
• Ownership, Visibility, Parking, 

Neighboring Uses, Ease of 
Access, Future Connections 

• Desired Uses 
• Recreation, Education, Interpretation 



 

Summary & Next Steps 

• Develop concepts 
• Incorporate tonight’s feedback to create 

concepts for review with the Committee 

• Public meeting #2 
• Review concepts; select a preferred direction 

• Draft of final design (layout & materials) 

• Public meeting #3 
• Review the design; refine details 

• Final Design and Construction Documents 



 

Questions? 

Owen Kerney 
okerney@syrgov.net 


