	
	COMMON COUNCIL

of the

CITY OF SYRACUSE

REGULAR MEETING - APRIL 27, 2009
1:00 P.M.


	(4/27)

	1.


	Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag - (Led by Hon. Bethaida Gonzàlez, President of the Syracuse Common Council)

	

	2.


	Invocation - (A Moment of Silent Reflection was led Hon. Bethaida Gonzàlez, President of the Syracuse Common Council)


	

	3.


	Roll Call - (All Present- 9)

	

	4.


	Minutes - April 13, 2009 - (Adopted 9-0)

	

	5.


	Public Hearing - Relative to Agenda Item #11, “Application - To New York State, under the RestoreNY Community Initiative program for funds in an amount not to exceed $20,000,000 for the Connective Corridor, Building Upwards, and for Neighborhood Revitalization projects in Prospect Hill, Hawley Green, Near Westside, Near Southside, Park Avenue and Skunk City neighborhoods as well as 212 W. Division, 401 N. State, and 530 N. Salina and the demolition of the Otisca Building. The 10% local match will be provided by the project developers. The match for the Otisca Building will come from Federal funds.” (Public Hearing held on Monday, April 27, 2009 at 1:00 P.M.)  (IN FAVOR - David Michel, George Kilpatrick, Merike Treier, Pauline Finch) ( IN OPPOSITION - NO APPEARANCES)

	

	6.


	Petitions - (none)

	

	7.


	Committee Reports - (Finance, Taxation & Assessment, Economic Development & Environment, Parks, Recreation & Youth Programs)

	

	8.


	Communications - (From the City Auditor, the City of Syracuse Mobile Communications Audit)

	

	9.


	UNFINISHED BUSINESS WHICH MAY BE CONSIDERED:
	

	       BY COUNCILOR McMAHON:

	

	a.

H
	Local Law - Of the City of Syracuse to amend Local Law #10 (05/05/08) relative to the manner of computation and amount of Sewer Rate established therein. Amend the sewer rate by 15% to $0.86 per 100 cubic feet, effective July 1, 2009.

	H

	
	-----------------------

NEW BUSINESS

-----------------------


	

	       BY PRESIDENT GONZÁLEZ:


	

	10.

WD

	Resolution - Approving the Appointment of Various Persons as Commissioners of Deeds for 2009-2010.


	WD

	       BY COUNCILOR JOY:


	

	11.

9-0

	Application - To New York State, under the RestoreNY Community Initiative program for funds in an amount not to exceed $20,000,000 for the Connective Corridor, Building Upwards, and for Neighborhood Revitalization projects in Prospect Hill, Hawley Green, Near Westside, Near Southside, Park Avenue and Skunk City neighborhoods as well as 212 W. Division, 401 N. State, and 530 N. Salina and the demolition of the Otisca Building. The 10% local match will be provided by the project developers. The match for the Otisca Building will come from Federal funds. (Public Hearing held on Monday, April 27, 2009 at 1:00 P.M.)


	141

	12.

9-0


	Agreement - With New York State, under the RestoreNY Community Initiative program for funds in an amount not to exceed $20,000,000 for the Connective Corridor, Building Upwards, and for Neighborhood Revitalization projects in Prospect Hill, Hawley Green, Near Westside, Near Southside, Park Avenue and Skunk City neighborhoods as well as 212 W. Division, 401 N. State, and 530 N. Salina and the demolition of the Otisca Building. The 10% local match will be provided by the project developers. The match for the Otisca Building will come from Federal funds.

	142

	13.

9-0


	Authorize - The City of Syracuse to act as Lead Agency for the purpose of initiating the RestoreNY grant application, conducting future State Environmental Quality  Review (SEQR) for the projects and authorizing the Director of Economic Development to sign and file all the necessary SEQR documents.


	143

	14.

9-0


	Authorize - The City of Syracuse, as Lead Agency for the City of Syracuse Brownfield Opportunity Area projects on South Salina and Erie Boulevard, to make a positive declaration for the State Environment Quality Review (SEQR).

	144

	15.

7-2
Hogan
McMahon
	Authorize - Payment-in-Lieu-of-Tax (PILOT) agreement, as detailed in Exhibit “A”, for property located at 401 Comstock Avenue with WILSU, LLC (“The Company”) for new construction of a student housing development with 226 beds in two and four bedroom units on land leased from Syracuse University.
	145

	16.

9-0


	Amend - Ord. #576 (11/03/08), “Authorize - Option to purchase the property located at 290 East Onondaga Street, tax parcel 102.-13-04.0, to Robert Doucette, or a company formed by him, for the period of six months. Total nonrefundable fee of $5,000 and the purchase price will be $270,000. The proposal is for the construction of a six-story building with one floor of commercial space and five floors of residential condominiums. The expiration date is May 1, 2009, final architectural plans and cost estimates are due March 1, 2009 and the binding commitment for financing is April 1, 2009.” Amend to extend the expiration date to November 1, 2009, the final architectural plans and cost estimates to September 1, 2009 and the binding commitment for financing to October 1, 2009. An additional deposit of $3,000 for this six month extension is required.


	146

	       BY COUNCILOR RYAN:


	

	17.

9-0


	Application & Agreement - To and with the NYS Division of Criminal Justice for funds in an amount not to exceed $181,000 to continue the Youth Violence Reduction Program as a part of VIPP for the period of January 1, 2009-February 28, 2010. The 10% matching funds of $20,073 will be met by the partners in the program: Syracuse Model Neighborhood Facility, Center for Community Alternative and Huntington Family Centers.

	147

	18.

9-0


	Resolution - Memorializing the NYS Senate, the NYS Assembly and the NYS Governor to support pending bills A. 7420A and S. 3812A to authorize the red light camera program in Syracuse for up to fifty intersections to enhance roadway safety and provide additional revenue to support City operations.


	10-R

	       BY COUNCILOR ROBINSON AND COUNCILOR JOY:


	

	19.

H


	Amend - Text Amendment of the Revised Zoning Rules and Regulations of the City of Syracuse, Part C, Section VI, Article 5, Paragraph H, entitled “Sign Ordinance” with respect to off-premise advertising.


	H

	        BY COUNCILOR ROBINSON:


	

	20.

9-0


	Advertise Public Hearing - Relative to the abandonment of a portion of the 400 block of Tracy Street. Phil Corso and Tony Fiorito applicants. (Public Hearing to be held on Tuesday, May 26, 2009 at 1:00 P.M.)


	148

	21.

H

	Abandon - A portion of the 400 block of Tracy Street. Phil Corso and Tony Fiorito applicants. (Public Hearing to be held on Tuesday, May 26, 2009 at 1:00 P.M.)


	H

	22.

H

	Sell - All right, title and interest of the City of Syracuse in and to the premises known as 105 Thurber Street Rear, a vacant lot, to Lauren Tawil for the total sum of $1,325.


	H

	23.

9-0


	Sell - All right, title and interest of the City of Syracuse in and to the premises known as 122-124 Delaware Street, an angular vacant lot, to Louis Burch and Serena Vasquez-Burch for the total sum of $5,425.


	149

	24.

H

	Sell - All right, title and interest of the City of Syracuse in and to the premises known as 322-326 Delaware Street and Grace Street, a wood store, to Summar Hasan for the total sum of $36,250.


	H

	25.

9-0


	Sell - All right, title and interest of the City of Syracuse in and to the premises known as 109 W. Corning Avenue, an unfinished house, to Henry Rodgers for the total sum of $12,375.


	150

	26.

9-0


	Sell - Through the Vacant Structure for Non-Profits Program, all right, title and interest of the City of Syracuse in and to the premises known as 233 Lincoln Avenue, an unfinished wood house, to Syracuse Model Neighborhood Corporation for the total sum of $151.


	151

	      BY COUNCILOR HEAGERTY:


	

	27.

9-0


	Authorize - The Mayor to execute an Intermunicipal Agreement with the Onondaga County and Ram-Tech Engineers to improve the water supply to Rosamond Gifford Zoo total cost not to exceed $238,622 with $138,622 reimbursement from Onondaga County and $100,000 in materials from the Department of Water.


	152

	28.

9-0


	Permission - To Conifer Realty to install, maintain and operate new stormwater sewer piping within the City right-of-way along Riverdale Drive to serve the apartment building, owned by Conifer Realty, on the east side of Riverdale Drive.


	153

	       BY COUNCILOR HOGAN:


	

	29.

9-0


	Authorize - The City of Syracuse to adopt a Negative Declaration pursuant to the SEQR Act for the Passenger Terminal Security and Access Improvement Project at Syracuse Hancock International Airport.

	154

	       BY COUNCILOR McMAHON:


	

	30.

9-0


	Approve - Settlement of Tax Certiorari Proceedings - 300 Crown-Washington Properties LLC/300 Washington Street LLC vs. John C. Gamage, Assessor of the City of Syracuse and the City of Syracuse, County of Onondaga, New York. Tax Years 2006/07, 2007/08, 2008/09.


	155

	31.

H

	Annual Estimate - For the City of Syracuse and the Syracuse City School District for the Fiscal Year July 1, 2009-June 30, 2010. (Public Hearing to be held on Thursday, April 30, 2009 at 6:00 P.M.) 

	H

	32.

H

	Amend - Water Rates Schedule established by "Rules, Regulation and Rates, Department of Water and The Bureau of Water, Department of Finance."  Amend to increase water rates by 15% per the attached schedule effective July 1, 2009.

	H

	33.

9-0


	Amend - Ord. #442 (08/21/06), “Contract - With Dick Allen Auction Services to provide auctioneer services for the City of Syracuse and Syracuse City School District for a period of July 1, 2006-June 30, 2009 with one 3-year renewal option. Total cost of 5% seller’s premium and 0% buyer’s premium for approximately sixteen auctions annually through the Division of Purchase.” Amend to authorize the one 3-year renewal for the period of July 1, 2009-June 30, 2012. Amend the total cost to 0% seller’s premium and 5% buyer’s premium.


	156

	34.

9-0


	Authorize - The Department of Assessment to retain appraisers (Edward Pfohl - 617 W. Newell St., 826 Lancaster Ave., 112 Spring Ln., 529 Park Ave. - Chris Bollinger - 119 & 209 Ashworth Pl, 124 Steuben St., 131 Huron St. - Bill Anderson - 129 Marshall St., 408 Park St.)


	157

	35.

9-0


	Correct Tax Rolls - (105 Davis St., 107 Davis St., and 409 Court St.) For various charges for Tax Year 2008/2009.


	158

	36.

T

	Local Law - Of the City of Syracuse to amend the July 1, 2008-June 30, 2009 City Budget to reflect the salary increases pursuant to the agreement between the City of Syracuse and the Central & Northern N.Y. Building Trades (CNNYBT).


	T

	37.

H

	Approve - Labor Agreement with the Central & Northern N.Y. Building Trades (CNNYBT) for the period of January 1, 2009-December 31, 2010 to provide four 2% wage increases.


	H

	38.

8-1
Denno

	Transfer Funds - Within the July 1, 2008-June 30, 2009 Syracuse City Budget, mid-year amendments as detailed in Attachment “A”.

	159

	       BY COUNCILOR SEALS:


	

	39.

9-0


	Agreement - With The Central New York Tennis Association to provide up to twelve hours of instruction for a Spring Tennis Clinic, during the period of April 21-May 26, 2009 on behalf of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Youth Programs. Total cost not to exceed $300.


	160

	40.

8-0
Abstain-

Heagerty

	Authorize - Payment to the Palace Theater for the Memorial Day Concert on May 24, 2009 featuring the Stan Colella Orchestra, on behalf of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Youth Programs. Total cost not to exceed $275.


	161

	41.

8-0

Abstain-

Heagerty

	Authorize - Payment to the Stan Colella Orchestra, under the direction of Len Colella, for the Memorial Day Concert at the Palace Theater, on behalf of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Youth Programs. Total cost not to exceed $2,376.
	162

	42.

9-0


	Application & Agreement - To and with the NYS Dormitory Authority, Economic Development Program, for funds in an amount not to exceed $250,000 for the construction of a playground at Schiller Park, on behalf of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Youth Programs.

	163

	
	(SUPPLEMENTAL AGENDA - APRIL 27, 2009)

WAIVER OF THE RULES REQUIRED TO INTRODUCE:


	

	       BY COUNCILOR ROBINSON & ALL COUNCILORS:

	

	43.

9-0


	Resolution - To commit the City of Syracuse, whenever possible, to purchase only products and services that are made or performed in the United States with any economic recovery funds awarded to the City.

	11-R

	       BY COUNCILOR JOY:

	

	44.

9-0


	Resolution - Pledging the City of Syracuse to combat climate change, to support a green innovation economy and inform and inspire the public to commit to an evolving process, by becoming a Climate Smart Community.

	12-R

	
	Syracuse Common Council

Adjourned at 1:25
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